WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. An optical recording medium comprising: 
a substrate; 

a recording layer formed on the substrate, on which information 
can be recorded using laser light; 

one of a protective layer and a protective substrate provided on the 
recording layer; and 

a water-based ink receiving area and a water-insoluble ink 
receiving area formed on said one of the protective layer and the 
protective substrate, 

wherein at least one of the water-insoluble ink receiving area 
comprises a substantially rectangular smooth area. 

2. The optical recording medium according to claim 1, wherein 
the substantially rectangular smooth area has an area of at least 5 
cm^. 

3. The optical recording medium according to claim 1, wherein 
the substantially rectangular smooth area includes no protrusion 
having a height exceeding 5 ^m. 

4. The optical recording medium according to claim 1, wherein 
the substantially rectangular smooth area comprises at least one of a 
water-insoluble ink and a water-insoluble material. 
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5. An optical recording medium comprising: 
a substrate; 

a recording layer formed on the substrate, on which information 
can be recorded using laser light; 

one of a protective layer and a protective substrate provided on the 
recording layer; and 

a water-based ink receiving area and a water-insoluble ink 
receiving area formed on said one of the protective layer and the 
protective substrate, 

wherein at least a portion of the water-insoluble ink receiving area, 
at which a thermal head of a printer overlaps, comprises a 
substantially rectangular smooth area. 

6. The optical recording medium according to claim 5, wherein 
the substantially rectangular smooth area has an area of at least 5 
cm^. 

7. The optical recording medium according to claim 5, wherein 
the substantially rectangular smooth area includes no protrusion 
having a height exceeding 5 At m. 

8. The optical recording medium according to claim 5, wherein 
the substantially rectangular smooth area comprises at least one of a 
water-insoluble ink and a water-insoluble material. 
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